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WHY GROW WILD FLOWERS & GRASSES?  
 
Environmental regeneration 
The vegetation that results from sowing wild herbaceous plants, requalifies the 
environment and landscape because the cover improves the ability of soil to resist 
erosion, drought and other climatic extremes. It is suitable for parks and gardens, 
urban greenery, roadside margins and set-aside land that is not suitable for other 
amenity use or for agriculture. 

Conservation of biodiversity 
The semi-natural vegetation derived from seed mixtures containing many different 
species, greatly increases the biodiversity of flora, it also becomes attractive to 
insects such as butterflies and bees, to reptiles, birds, small mammals, not forgetting 
the populations of soil microorganisms that improve soil fertility. This is in stark 
contrast to the planting of just 2 or 3 species of bedding plants selected to be 
colourful and flashy, but which often contribute less to the ecosystem in which they 
grow in terms of pollen, nectar, seed and fruit. The positive effect of a semi-natural 
vegetation can be further enhanced by planting a few woody shrubs selected for their 
contribution to insect life and to wildlife in general. 

Aesthetic enhancement 
Because of the wide range of species involved in an area of semi-natural vegetation, 
there is more diversity and contrast of colors and shapes to be observed during the 
different seasons of the year. Even after sowing, the seeds of some species germinate 
very quickly, others need a period of vernalization or scarification in order to 
germinate. This means that it takes more than a season to arrive at a ‘mature’ cover 
of semi-natural vegetation from seed.    

      

There is also an increasing consumer interest to purchase wild flower species already 
grown to the flowering stage in pots. These can be enjoyed on the windowsill or patio 
before being planting in the garden.  

Flexibility 
It is possible to select species and their proportions in mixtures in order to better 
meet the needs of a specific type of land or for reasons of the impact, shapes and 
colours desired. When just a few wild species are sown or planted as plugs and young 
plants, the resulting vegetation will contribute less to the overall conservation of 
biodiversity, but it is better than nothing. A high density of plants/m2 will stop the 
invasion of unwanted species, although some change in the composition of the flora 
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over time is to be expected. A good semi-natural vegetation consists of about 75% of 
the plants in the layer closest to the ground, 20% in the middle layer and 5% forming 
the higher level.  
 
Environmental education 
These semi-natural areas of vegetation contribute to environmental education. They 
serve teachers to bring groups of students to study aspects of botany, socio-botany, 
ecology, ecosystems and of course biodiversity. Informative posters and panels can 
be useful for all visitors 

 

 

Economic costs 
The costs associated with land preparation and sowing the seeds and maintenance are 
low. It is necessary to prepare the ground to kill existing weeds and create a layer 
about 75 mm in depth as mulch for planting. Less expensive is to sow an already 
established lawn, after scarification, with a mixture of wild flower seed, not containing 
any grass species. In the first growing season after planting, the new vegetation is not 
cut but any weeds must be pulled-up. In subsequent years, the resulting vegetation is 
usually cut after flowering. This provides a little hay and the seed can be collected to 
provide a mixture for use in other situations.  
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