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BIOGAS – when virtuous: waste not want not! Part I (April 2012) 
 
This is about the production of energy in the form of biogas, not from biomass 
cultivated specifically but from organic waste. A big difference!  I intend to present 
the technology involved and provide some links with a supply company and operators 
using this technology. www.futurepowersrl.eu 
 
But this space is not only about innovative technology – that’s the simple part. 
Energy is politics, that’s the difficult part. How should we best approach the 
availability and spread of independently realized comparative data (if and when 
available!). This is crucial for advisors to companies and politicians, enabling them to 
make the best choice of alternative energy technology for a given situation. Part of 
the problem lies in strong political lobbying of vested interests;  powerful corporate 
interests in competing fields of alternative energy. It is important to accept that there 
are various technologies that deliver alternative energy, each with their own 
particular merits and disadvantages. The important aspect is to ensure that 
companies and policy makers decide to install the most advantageous technology or 
mix of technologies for each given opportunity. 
 
Q.1  How can companies, advisors and politicians maintain an objective 
neutrality in their decision making on Biogas?  
 
Q2. Where can decision makers go for independent information and 
comparative data on the latest Biogas technologies? 
 
Large farms, food processors and retailers can individually gain advantage from a 
biogas plant fed by the organic waste they produce. One cattle farmer in Italy is 
happy to admit that he is now earning more money from the muck produced by 
the cows plus some other organic waste from the farm (€0.28* /kWh of electrical 
energy for the local grid) than from the production of milk with a market price of 
around €0.40/litre! *includes financial incentive by Italian government. 
 
A major challenge in generating biogas from organic waste is the logistical 
coordination needed to bring to the digestors the right type of waste from different 
waste producers; from a cattle farm to a food processor, from a supermarket to the 
urban waste department of a local authority. This also requires collaboration between 
the public and private sectors. 
 
These biogas plants generate not only electricty, but also hot water via heat 
exchangers, liquid fertilizer and solid compost, thereby turning organic waste into 
a valuable resource rather than a cost in terms of disposal and environmental 
pollution.   
 
Q.3  Why then are so many companies still installing standard biogas 
technology that relies on the constant feeding to the digestors of huge 
quantities of biomas cultivated specifically for this end, often taking land and 
food away from the market and hiking up food prices in the process? 
 
	  


