
WILD FLOWERS  Part I- Enjoying plant diversity  
 
The vegetation that arises from sowing wild herbaceous plants helps to 
regenerate and requalify the environment. It improves the ability of soil 
to resist erosion, drought and other climatic extremes. It is suitable for parks 
and gardens, urban greenery, roadside margins and set-aside land unsuitable 
for other amenity use or for agriculture. 
 
Donald MacIntyre of Emorsgate Seeds Ltd, UK, is a pioneer in the commercial 
production of wild flower seeds. See: www.wildseed.co.uk. For some years he 
was a fellow director and colleague at the plant breeding Company Floranova 
Ltd. www.floranova.co.uk 
 
The market continues to expand and the annual production of wild flower 
seed in England, including grass seed in the mixtures, is estimated at between 
35 and 50kg, enough to sow an area of 1000ha. 
 
Q.1  Why is the sowing of wild flower seed, plugs or wild flower turf 
such an attractive alternative?  
 
In the first place, semi-natural vegetation greatly increases biodiversity not 
only of plant species but of insects such as butterflies and bees, birds, small 
reptiles and mammals. It is a whole semi-natural ecosystem that we can 
observe, rather than just focusing on individual characteristics of one or other 
species. For on-going project in Italy, see: www.wildflowers.it. 
 
We can choose to observe a single plant from a botanical or taxanomical point 
of view or we can consider the plant in a holistic way, together with all the 
influences of the surrounding environment, over the seasons. Through 
observation of natural and semi-natural vegetation, the dynamics of which are 
out of our hands, the spectator becomes the actor, where an aesthetic 
appreciation of a single plant is inseparabile from the entire landscape. 
 
Certain wild flower species, such as Papaver (Poppy), Centaurea (Cornflower), 
Daisies and Primula (Primrose) are iconic in European cultures. It feels good 
to have some of these plants, some may say ‘weeds’, around the patio or in 
the garden. An important impulse market has been recognized by 
nurserymen, now growing them for direct sale to the public as mature 
flowering pot plants. At the Euroflora 2011 exhibition at Genova, the response 
from consumers willing to pay more for flowering Poppy plants grown for 
Merloflor in the biodegradable Vipots (www.futurepowersrl.eu) was 
extraordinary www.merloflor.com.   
 
Q.2 What are your feelings about creating a semi-natural community 
of herbaceous perennials as opposed to sowing (or planting) just 3 or 
4 species to add that extra colour? 
 


